








VOL. XVII NO. 10 JULY 9, 1958 $3.00 A YEAR 











Plan Now to Attend— 
Conference on Reformed Theological Thought 


Sponsored By 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N.C. - Wednesday August 20, 1958 


SUBJECTS TO BE PRESENTED 
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The Reformed Doctrine of Imputation 
By Dr. Floyd Hamilton 


Calvin’s Attitude on Tolerance and Intolerance 
By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 


A Fresh Look at The Hypothesis of Evolution 


By Dr. Gordon H. Clark 
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EDITOR? a 1 


Peace Amidst Turmoil 


Every Christian should have in his heart the 
peace of God which passeth understanding — 
and also misunderstanding. It is a peace the 
world cannot know, neither can the world un- 
derstand it for it has no relationship to external 
circumstances. 


There can be no greater testimony to the 
saving and keeping power of Christ than for 
unbelievers to see in Christians that quality of 
calm and peace which comes from His living 
presence in the heart. 


Unfortunately many true Christians live with 
a sense of uncertainty, frustration and even of 
fear. In large measure such attitudes come from 
failure to appropriate the things which are ours 
for the asking. 


There are some who have been accused of 
living with their heads in the clouds, uninter- 
ested in or concerned with the things of this 
world. There are others for whom the world 
seems to have priority in affections and interest. 


Should not a Christian live with a sense of 
heavenly citizenship and fellowship combined 
with keen world interests? If we are to be the 
salt and light God expects us to be, then our 
influence and our example must show God’s 
supernatural presence and power in people who 
have experienced His transforming, redeeming 
and keeping Presence. This does not for one 
minute mean that we should conform to the 
world but it does mean that by our living here 
the possibility of transformation is in fact a 
glorious reality for all to see. 


How shall this be accomplished? A complete 
surrender to Christ, accepting Him as Saviour 
and keeper from sin and making Him the Lord 
of our daily lives is the answer. Then, and only 
then, can this peace of God which passeth un- 
derstanding, and which keeps at all times, make 
redemption a daily reality. 
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The Apostle Paul, who suffered for his faith 
and for his witness for his Lord as have few, 
was able to say exultantly: “And we know that 
all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according 
to his purpose.” 


With such a glorious promise inner peace and 
joy should characterize the life of every 
Christian. 

L. N. B. 








Worthy of Consideration 


Before me is the calendar of Knox College, 
Toronto, the theological seminary of the Pres- 
byterian Church of Canada. Its motto reads, 
verbum dat lucem, the Word gives light. Ac- 
cording to their system the theological college 
grants honorary degrees and has the following 
to say concerning the granting of the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity: 


“This is an honorary degree which is con- 
ferred on the basis of the following considera- 
tions as adopted by the Senate: 


(1) A high standard of Biblical preaching 
according to the Reformed tradition of the 
minister as a servant of the Word of God. 


(2) The absence of any sign of self-seeking 
or self-advancement regardless of length of 
service or popularity. 


(3) Creative leadership in church life and 
affairs. 

(4) Pastoral diligence as evidenced by love 
and loyalty of a congregation. 


(5) Contributions beyond the limits of the 
denomination.” 


In our opinion, these criteria are well worthy 
of consideration by our institutions which grant 
honorary degrees. 

—W.C.R. 
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The Bible as Fire 


“But his word was in mine heart as a 
burning fire shut up in my bones.” 


Would that all of us who try to preach might 
feel as Jeremiah felt when he uttered these 
words! John said of Jesus that he would bap- 
tize with the Holy Ghost and with fire, and 
when the Holy Spirit came on the Day of 
Pentecost there were cloven tongues as of fire 
and it sat upon each of them. 


We live in a world full of fire: it flashes 
from the sky in lightning bolts that shatter 
our trees and burn up our houses; it comes forth 
beneath our feet in volcanoes; it roars in thou- 
sands of furnaces melting and purifying the 
ore we get from the hills; it warms millions of 
homes in the cold of winter. 


The Bible is a Book full of fire. 


Part of this is Destructive fire, for there are 
some things that must be destroyed, and our 
God is a consuming fire. Jesus came to destroy 
the works of the devil. Sin must be destroyed. 
As long as it is in the world and in the hearts 
of men this world can never be what God means 
it to be. It is a terrible disease and the world 
must be saved from this disease. Men are work- 
ing day and night to find a way to destroy 
cancer, our most dreaded disease. Bad as can- 
cer is — and no one questions its awful nature 
— there is one disease that is far worse: the 
cancer of the soul which we call sin. God will 
have a world some day free from sin, a world 
where righteousness covers the earth as the 
waters cover the sea. Sin and Satan will have 
to be destroyed. We are beseeching men to 
forsake sin so that they may escape destruction. 
Part of our message is warning men to flee 
from the wrath to come; to be saved before judg- 
ment falls on a world full of sin. 


Part of the fire of the Bible is Purifying fire. 
The refiner’s fire purifies the ore, like the re- 
finer of silver and gold. Job was a good man 
before he went through the fire of affliction, 
but he was a far better man after his terrible 
experience. No chastening is pleasant at the 
time, but afterwards it yields glorious fruit. 
Now God has to chasten every son whom He 
receives. That is a mark’ of sonship. We had 
to correct our children and God has to correct 
His. Let us not rebel against the rod. Let 
us remember that all things work together for 


good to them that love God, and part of these 
“all things” are the trials and sickness and 
sorrow and pain which we endure as part of 
His chastening. Will we ever get to the point 
of seeing this as Paul saw it, and be able to 
glory in tribulation? I feel so ashamed when 
I compare myself with Paul. May God give 
us faith and courage and patience, and above 
all else, LOVE for the One who chastens us 
for our profit! 


Part of the fire of the Bible is the fire of 
Power. Fire is the great power of the world. 
We see it everywhere and in recent years we 
have become fearful of the thing we have dis- 
covered—the A-bomb and the H-bomb. The 
Gospel is the power of God. The word used 
for power is the word from which we get 
dynamite which until recent years, was a symbol 
of terrific power. We live in a world full of 
evil and it takes power to uproot that evil; to 
change bad men into good men. It was this 
power on the Day of Pentecost that changed 
three thousand such men. With this fire of 
God burning in our bones we can reach and 
save the lost people of the world. But it will 
have to be the real fire sent down from heaven. 
Oh that once again we might see the cloven 
tongues like as of fire, sitting upon all of us 
who try to preach! Would that in all of us His 
Word might be as a burning fire shut up in 
our bones! 


—J.KP. 





Unitarianizing Our Hymns 
Frederick W. Faber has written a beautiful 
hymn beginning “Souls of men, why will ye 
scatter.” Read as a whole it is a moving testi- 
mony to the love of God in Christ. In it are 
such lines as these: 


“There is mercy with the Saviour; 
There is healing in His blood” ... 
“There is plentiful redemption 
In the blood that has been shed; 
There is joy for all the members 
In the sorrows of the Head.” 


This hymn occurs as Number 146 in THE 
PRESBYTERIAN HYMNAL. 


But there is another version of the same hymn 
found as Number 18 in the same book. Though 
still ascribed to Faber this new version, be- 
ginning THERE’S A WIDENESS IN GOD’S 
MERCY, has carefully expurgated all the ref- 
erences to the blood or the redemption; in 
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fact, there is no reference here to the Saviour. 
Christ is almost omitted. The phrase “our 
Lord” occurs, and in the context of hymn 146 
where it follows the plentiful redemption and 
the sorrows of the Head manifestly refers to 
Christ. But when these other phrases are 
omitted in hymn 18, “our Lord” might be used 
by a Unitarian, or by an orthodox Jew. 


Both forms of Faber’s hymn are found in 
the Presbyterian Hymnal. In THE HYMN- 
BOOK there are two musical arrangements 
of the hymn, but both of them use the Uni- 
tarian or expurgated form of the words. This 
is a fact, a sad fact. Why the fact is a matter 
of inference. We do not infer from the sad 
fact that the members of the committee who 
prepared the new book were either Unitarian 
or liberal. We think it is much more likely 
that they simply nodded and that this slip 
came through their inadvertency. More errors 
are caused by non-feasance than either by mis- 
feasance or malfeasance. But they are respon- 
sible for their slip. Here also eternal vigilance 
is needed, may we hope for a better version 
of the hymn in any revision that takes place? 


Another hymnal that came under our eye 
from its use in a church related institution was 
even more marred by Unitarian influences. 
That book, not published by Presbyterians, even 
Unitarianized Bishop Reginald Heber’s “Holy, 
Holy, Holy.” This grand old morning hymn, 
published with the tune Nicaea, deletes in that 
hymnal “God in Three Persons, Blessed Trin- 
ity” and substitutes for it a line, “Who wert 
and art and evermore shalt be.” The same 
book includes several affirmations of faith, one 
from L. Tolstoi, but fails to include the Apos- 
tles’ Creed. One cannot help but think that Uni- 
tarian bias was behind these omissions. In any 
case eur people must be alert in preparing our 
hymn books and in choosing among the books 
offered. 


The one only living and true God has mani- 
fested Himself as the Father, the Saviour and 
the Comforter. He has opened His heart to 
us in this blessed threefold manner. Let us 
not reject His saving self-revelation at the behest 
of rationalistic Unitarianism, but hold fast the 
faith into which we have been baptized, the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. 


—W.C.R. 
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Fiddling 


China was lost to the free world through mis. 
guided diplomats who deliberately, or other- 
wise, misjudged the Communist leaders in that 
country. Since that time there have continued 
a succession of Communist gains around the 
world. 


We intervened in the Middle East on the 
side of Nasser at a time when idealism closed 
its eyes to realism. 


Today Lebanon stands on the brink and the 
interests of the free world teeter with her. In 
area Lebanon is a small country but her im- 
portance at the moment cannot be judged by 
her apparent insignificance or even by her out- 
let for valuable oil resources which is of such 
strategic importance. 


Should Lebanon fall into the orbit of the 
United Arab Republic it will be a short step 
into the Communist bloc with all of the Middle 
East as the target. Even Turkey may find her 
position an impossible one. 


All of which leads us to believe that America 
should wake up and stop trying to live in a 
world which does not exist. The Communist 
menace is so real, so persistent, so inexorable 
in its advance and so clearly and cleverly 
planned that we act as though we were under 
some strange spell as we futilely wait for better 
days. 


Russia has no idea of starting a war. Why 
should she? She is gaining on every front by 
subversion, intrigue, infiltration and by sitting 
back and taking advantage of racialism, hyper- 
nationalism and just plain international ban- 
ditry. But we are fearful of taking a stand, of 
making a clear and bold position which would 
rally much of the free world to our leadership, 
and all because we are afraid of what Russia 
might do. 


As we write this the 7th fleet and ready Ma- 
rines have been pulled back from immediate 
access of Lebanon. Russia has shown her con- 
tempt of her word and of decency in the execu- 
tion of Nagy. We are negotiating, hat in hand, 
with the East Germans for the release of some 
of our fliers who inadvertently landed on their 
territory. 


This is not turning the other cheek. It is 
just plain stupidity. It is true that our Lord 
told us to turn the other cheek when smitten, 
but He made it clear this has its limitations and 
when He was unjustly attacked He said: “Jf / 
have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but 
if well, why smitest thou me?” 


If our present international policies were 
carried out at the city or municipal level here 
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in the United States we would be inviting gang- 
sters and hoodlums into City Hall for confer- 
ences and restricting and hampering our police 
forces on every hand. 


Some day we will wake up to find the entire 
world slipping into Communist control and 
our Own country so weakened by infiltration, 
compromise and indecision that there may be 
no way out. 


With all our heart we believe in individuals 
and nations conducting their affairs on Christian 
principles. A generation ago we deplored the 
pacifism abroad, regarding it as a misguided 
concept of Christian truth. Today pacifism has 
been succeeded by indecision, indifference and 
wishful thinking. 


In either case, carried to their logical con- 
clusions, it means national disaster. 


—L.N.B. 





A Blue-Moon Book 


Recently a Presbyterian Elder, who does not 
desire to be known, offered to give for the price 
of reading it only, a copy of a book, a certain 
book, a remarkable, a vital book, to each student 
in our Theological Seminaries. If there was 
ever a scoop, a bonanza, a bargain, this is it. 
Thanks to such benefactor! 


The volume is by Dr. E. J. Young, entitled, 
“Thy Word is Truth.” It is a book worth hav- 
ing, worth reading and rereading and keeping 
for reference. It leads the wanderer back to the 
fundamentals of the Faith, the Faith of those 
remarkable men of brains to match godliness, 
who steered the Church straight through the 


| morass of error and distraction in founding 


days. 


If there are Church Officers who have come 
from non-Presbyterian background; if there are 
Presbyterians who know little of the history and 


| philosophy of Presbyterian faith as rooted in 


the Bible, the Infallible Word of God; if there 
are Church members who have not been fed 
on the pure Doctrine of our holy heritage; if 
there are Christians who have become confused 
regarding things fundamental to life and God- 
liness; if there are young - or older - preachers 
indeed, who have been reading too much liberal 
theology - here is the fulfilment of their needs. 


In this book is clear and understandable 
presentation of the so lamentably misunderstood 
and so widely rejected Presbyterian doctrine of 
verbal inspiration, of plenary inspiration, of 
inerrancy, infallibility, supernaturalism as re- 
gards the Bible and the Church’s creed relative 
thereto. 
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Incalculable good would accrue for our 
Church and for its program and place in the 
Christian advance, if every minister, and if 
the members of the congregations would pon- 
der this volume. We have been feeding too 
much on theological chaff which has been sub- 
stituted for real nourishment to the soul and 
the mind. We have been straying from the “old 
paths” in the interests of some man-made “ex- 
pressway.” We have been exchanging gains for 
Godliness. It is high time we examined again 
the rock whence we were hewn and the pit 
whence we were digged . . . Gentlemen, - a 
book! 


—R.F.G. 





“A Thought for the Week” 
“The Truth Shall Make You Free” John 8:32 


Queer anomaly: Men seek freedom yet stop 
short of their goal and remain in bondage. 
They seek the truth yet are satisfied with half- 
truths and fictions. They pursue happiness yet 
blind themselves to the incontrovertible fact 
that happiness comes only as a result of a con- 
dition of mind and of spirit and that that con- 
dition may be attained only through service 
to and kinship with their God. 


Truth—what strange things are done in thy 
name. 


Truth—how muchly sought after yet seldom 
found art thou. 


Truth—frequently imitated but never dupli- 
cated—thou art the open sesame to the happy 
life, thou alone can release man from his chains 
of fear, ignorance, prejudice and devil-enslave- 
ment. Thou art the missing link between man 
and his Maker and the curtain-raiser between 
man and his destiny. 


If these be facts (and who can deny them) 
why do not men, with their God-given intelli- 
gence and their power over the things of this 
earth, accept and use God’s guidebook, His 
own divinely written Truth-revealer, the Bible? 


In the Bible the truth is laid bare. The 
truth about everything, about life and about 
death and about life after death. The solution 
of all problems, economic, social, personal and 
spiritual are there, plain and understandable. 


Read your Bible, seek there the truth and 
the truth you will find and “The Truth shall 
make you free.” But do you want to be free? 
Many men do not. 


—R.LeC. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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One Layman Answers Tillich 


L. Nelson Bell 


Under ordinary circumstances a layman would 
refrain from taking issue with a prominent 
philosopher and theologian such as Paul Til- 
lich. Where his views are expressed in the 
classroom or in technical articles it would be 
presumptuous for one untrained in that field 
to enter the lists against him. 


But Dr. Tillich has invaded the realm of 
lay reading in the June 14th issue of the Satur- 
day Evening Post, and one layman at least is 
going to rise up in vigorous protest to the 
content and implications of that article. 


That Dr. Tillich should express himself in 
any way he may see fit is certainly his privilege. 
Our protest is based on the fact that a sup- 
posedly Christian theologian should write on 
religion for a magazine of world-wide circula- 
tion under the title, ““The Lost Dimension in 
Religion” and never once mention Christ as 
the answer to man’s dilemma. 


With all due respect to Dr. Tillich, his article 
sounds like the wailing of a lost soul in the 
darkness of a despair that is desperately real, 
but the cause of which is unknown and its 
cure a mystery. 


To answer Dr. Tillich in the realm of 
polemics is futile. But, as one read his article 
there came to mind the words of the Lord when 
he said to Job: “Who is this that darkeneth 
counsel by words without knowledge?” And one 
also thought of God’s impaling Job on his own 
puny reasoning with these words: “Gird up 
now thy loins like a man; for I will demand 
of thee, and answer thou me. Where wast thou 
when I... ?” 


Dr. Tillich is absolutely correct in stating 
that the “lost dimension” for the world is “that 
man has lost an answer to the question: What 
is the meaning of life? Where do we come from, 
where do we go to? What shall we do, what 
should we become in the short stretch between 
birth and death?” 


It is therefore tragic that Dr. Tillich has 
no answer for these questions. He rejects the 
divine revelation that answers these questions. 
He dismisses with a gesture of finality the fact 
that God has spoken to man on the “horizontal 
plane” (a phrase used to express the realm of 
human experience). He sees in the arts and 
literature an expression of yearning for and 
partial fulfillment of man’s search for reality, 
but he himself offers no tangible solution to 
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the problem. That this should be the case, 
although coming from a supposedly Christian 
source, is a sad commentary on some contem- 
porary theological teaching and also an ex. 
planation of the dilemma of contemporary man. 
Too many who occupy positions of Christian 
leadership have neither the spiritual experi- 
ence nor faith in the divinely revealed remedy 
by which alone man may recover the lost di- 
mension—a restored relationship with God 
through his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Rejecting as “an absurdity” the story of the 
Fall, Dr. Tillich has no better explanation for 
man’s estrangement from God. Rejecting the 
record of our Lord’s earthly ministry and death, 
resurrection and ascension, with their glorious 
implications, he says: “Obviously, in this form, 
they have no meaning whatsoever for people 
whose view of the universe is determined by 
scientific astronomy.” 


No one denies the marvelous advances of 
science or the uncharted or dimly outlined areas 
of further advance, but certainly man’s trust 
must be in the God of creation rather than in 
the works and workers in that creation, no 
matter how brilliant their discoveries. 


The dilemma of Tillich himself is to be 
found in his rejection of the historic acts of 
God, revealed to previous generations, as being 
relevant for our day. He deplores man’s look- 
ing backward to. things which do “not fit our 
time” and rhetorically asks: “Is it possible for 
our time to receive answers which are born out 
of our time?” 


To this question the Christian’s answer is 
a resounding “Yes.” Prior to the Cross of 
Calvary all human history looked forward to 
that event. Since that time the hope of all 
mankind turns back to that time in history 
when the Son of God, mysteriously but also 
truly man, offered himself as a ransom for 
the sins of a lost and condemned creation. 


Not once in Tillich’s article is there a men- 
tion of the ugly word “sin.” Writing of the 
lost dimension in religion, he makes no refer- 
ence to the world’s basic problem and no intima- 
tion that man is a sinner both by inheritance 
and practice. Yet sin is evidenced in every area 
of life. We see it manifested in our own hearts 
and on the pages of our daily newspapers, a 
terrible blight from which man cannot extricate 
himself either in act or consequence. True, 
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oh so true, that there is a lost dimension in the 
life of every man, but also gloriously true that 
Christ came into this world to restore life in 
its fullness and to make it possible for man to 
re-establish fellowship with God. 


The hopelessness of Tillich’s theology is 
found in his conclusion: “Is there an answer? 
There is always an answer, but the answer may 
not be available to us.” We are then told that 
the answer is to be found by rediscovering the 
“dimension of depth,” and it is obvious that 
this requires a rejection of the “traditional re- 
ligious symbols” along with any “premature and 
deceptive answers” which would point once 
more to the Christ of Calvary as man’s only 
hope now and for eternity. 


It is neither pleasant nor popular to speak 
out against a man who has for some strange 
reason become a symbol as well as a spokesman 
for liberal theology. But there are times when 
even laymen should speak and we believe that 
this is such a time. 


The world is in a desperate dilemma—it has 
always been in a spiritual dilemma. That sci- 
ence has now brought us to an age of atomic 
power and space achievement in no way changes 
the basic cause of man’s dilemma. It is true that 
our whole civilization might be wiped out by 
the Frankenstein of scientific discoveries either 
intentionally or accidentally released. Man’s 


problem is not death itself, but rather, if a man 
die, shall he live again? if so, where? 


Every problem of man and of society can 
find its answer in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
This does not mean that conversion solves all 
problems of individual living, or of the cor- 
porate body of the human race. But it does mean 
that in Christ men can and should find the 
way He wants them to live as individuals and 
the way they should live in society as a whole. 


There is a lost dimension in religion. There 
is a dimension of depth which needs to be dis- 
covered. 


To the secular mind, to the man unwilling 
to face reality, to the one who feels that man 
has within himself the answers, there is no true 
answer. 


But to those who are willing to humble them- 
selves and (so far as God is concerned) take 
the mind of a little child, the answer is avail- 
able for all who will to receive: it is the saving 
and redeeming power of the Son of God, who 
died on the Cross of Calvary on a historical 
date and who arose from the dead at a definite 
time and who ascended up into the clouds and 
who is coming again to completely restore the 
lost dimensions of all things. 


(From Christianity Today) 


The Goodness and Severity of God 


By the Rev. Robert G. Balnicky 
McCutchen Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Union, S. C. 


“If God spared not the natural branches, 
take heed lest He spare not thee. Behold there- 
fore the GOODNESS AND SEVERITY OF 
GOD, on them which fell, severity; but toward 
thee, goodness; if thou continue in His good- 
ness; otherwise, thou also shalt be cut off.” 
Romans 11:21,22. 


In this text we have two attributes of God's 
nature very strikingly set forth, THE GOOD- 
NESS OF GOD, AND THE JUSTICE OF 
GOD! God is good to those who are good, 
But, severe with those who are disobedient. I 
like to hear and I like to preach sermons on 
the goodness of God, the love of God, but 
to preach merely on the goodness of God and 
to say nothing about the severity of God is 
not doing justice to the truth. GOD IS GOOD, 
BUT HE IS ALSO SEVERE! FIRST LET 
US NOTICE THE GOODNESS OF GOD. It 
is impossible in human language for us to 
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describe the goodness of God to mankind. The 
mind of finite man is not able to comprehend 
the DEPTH, the WIDTH, the HEIGHT, nor 
the LENGTH of God’s goodness toward him. 
Much of the PEACE, JOY, Happiness and 
COMFORT in this life are God given. And 
if He should suddenly withdraw His goodness 
from us, this old world would be plunged 
into THE DARKEST night of misery and woe 
it has ever known. But thank God, He has 
not withdrawn His goodness but causes “His 
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.” 


Ever since the creation of man, God has 
been good to him, and only has He withdrawn 
His goodness in cases of extreme disobedience 
to Him. But says one, I do not need God! I 
am big and strong and able to care for myself. 
All that I have to enjoy, I got for myself by 
hard work. YES, but who gave you that strong 
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body and those mental capacities with which 
to work. There is only one answer, God! 


Let us notice the goodness of God toward 
the first man of His creation. This man was 
placed in a beautiful garden, surrounded with 
everything that one could desire to make him 
glad and happy. He was also given dominion 
over every other creature of the earth. This 
he was to enjoy as long as he remained good 
and obedient to God, but if he disobeyed, 
he was to reap the wrath of God. You know 
the rest of the story. How that man disobeyed 
God, and as a result of that disobedience, fell 
from his original state of purity and was ex- 
pelled from the garden under the penalty of 
eternal death. 


Man had chosen death rather than life. It 
has been a puzzle to me ever since I heard this 
story to know how man could disobey God 
after His great goodness toward him, but the 
fact IS he did disobey and as a result, became 
doomed to a devil’s hell and that justly, for 
he had broken God’s moral law, He had sinned 
against heaven. For example, if someone should 
injure the mayor of our city, the whole city 
would rise up and demand justice. The man 
must be dealt with because he has injured our 
mayor. But suppose that someone should 
injure the Governor of our state, then a whole 
state would rise up and demand justice. Sup- 
pose again, that someone should sin against the 
President of the United States, then a whole 
NATION would rise up and demand justice. 


So it is when one sins against God, all the 
redeemed both in heaven and in earth rise 
up and demand justice. Since man has broken 
an infinite and eternal law, the punishment 
must likewise be infinite and eternal. That 
is why the man who dies in his sins shall be 
cast into outer darkness forever and ever. All 
sinners are lost and doomed, and justly so, 
because all have sinned against the great God 
of heaven. 


But God in His love and goodness has given 
us a plan of redemption, whereby we may be 
forgiven our sins. No sooner had man fallen 
than God began at once to prepare for him a 
redemption. 


THE FIRST PROMISE is found in Genesis 
3:15, “I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman; and between thy seed and her 
seed, it shall bruise thy head and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.” This Scripture is a direct 
prophecy concerning Christ who was to come 
as the Saviour of the world. Later on, because 
of Abraham’s faithfulness, God took him out 
and showed him all the stars of heaven, and 
told him that his seed should be as the stars 
of heaven, and that through his seed, all the 
nations of the earth would be blessed. Still 
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later, God gave Israel the law and the prophets 
to guide them into right living. He even 
instituted a form of worship whereby man 
might be forgiven his committed sins, and 
best of all, when the time came, “God 50 
loved the world that He gave His only Begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him, 
should not perish but have everlasting life.” 
Christ died in our stead to satisfy justice, and 
to make possible our redemption through Him. 
And not only that, but He has sent the Holy 
Spirit into the world to convict men of sin 
and to lead them to Himself. 


He has also given us the Bible as a guide 
to the Way of salvation, and has made it so 
plain that “wayfaring men, though fools, shall 
not err therein.” ‘Then, too, He sent God 
fearing men out to preach His Gospel and to 
warn men to flee from sin, “The wages of sin 
is death.” All down through the ages these 
men have been faithful to the trust God gave 
them. 


Behold the GOODNESS of God how care- 
fully, how diligently and how faithfully He 
has sought to rescue men from sin. God has 
been faithful, Jesus Christ has been faithful, 
the Holy Spirit has been faithful, and men and 
women of God have been faithful, still men 
stand back and say, “If God is good, He 
will not send a soul to hell. What more can 
God do than that He has done? He has done 
His best to save you, but if you will not be 
saved, then you must suffer the results. 


If men and women in the face of God's 
GOODNESS, wilfully reject His love, trample 
the mercies of Jesus Christ, refuse to read His 
Word, and set themselves against the prayers 
of God’s saints, they will go to hell and they 
ought to go to hell. 


“Behold therefore the GOODNESS AND 
SEVERITY OF GOD.” “GOODNESS, if thou 
continue in His goodness, otherwise thou shalt 
be cut off.” If a man could only comprehend 
the gondness of God, I am sure they would 
serve Him. The Bible says, “The goodness 
of God leadeth men to repentance.” 


We have talked about the GOODNESS of 
God, now let us notice the SEVERITY of 
God. The Bible tells us that if after we have 
heard the Gospel we harden our hearts and 
refuse to receive it, we shall be cast into outer 
darkness forever and ever. “The wicked shall 
be turned into hell and all the nations that 
forget God.” Psalm 9:17. 


There is a hell as truly as there is a heaven. 
If one does not exist, neither does the other. 
The same Bible that teaches the one, teaches 
the other. Some time ago I read an account 
in a paper of a minister who, because of the 
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death of a certain young lady in his congrega- 
tion, who had died without God, preached 
to his congregation one Sunday night on “hell,” 
saying that there was no hell, and that this 
young lady had gone to be with Jesus Christ. 
He convinced almost the entire audience that 
there was no hell. Think of it, a minister of 
the Gospel, who would dare to deceive his 
people in such a way! Hell will be hot for 
such as he. Such a man is headed straight 
for hell himself, and dragging his entire congre- 
gation with him. 


What a shame! That man is not your friend 
who fails to tell you the truth. The Lord Jesus 
taught that there is a hell; He says, “It is 
more profitable for one to go through life 
maimed, not having an eye or a limb, than 
to go through life whole and lose his soul in 
hell.” Also, Matthew 10:28, “Fear not them 
which kill the body, but rather fear him which 
is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
In Matthew 13:49, “So shall it be at the end 
of the world, the angels shall come forth and 
sever the wicked from among the just, and 
shall cast them into the furnace of fire, there 
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” 


The Bible plainly teaches in Galatians 
5:19-22, that there are certain sins that if a 
person commits and does not get forgiveness, 
and does not give them up, he shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God. Listen carefully to the 
words of this verse, “Now the works of the 
flesh are manifest which are these: adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 


witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, 
drunkenness, revelings and such like of which 
I tell you before as I have told you in the 
past, that they which do such things, shall not 
inherit the Kingdom of God.” 


Well then, if these men cannot enter the 
Kingdom, what will be their end? What saith 
the Scriptures? Revelation 21:8, The fearful 
and unbelieving and the abominable and mur- 
ders and whoremongers, and sorcerers and idol- 
aters and all liars shall have their part in the 
lake that burneth with fire and brimstone.” 


There are also certain Scriptures which make 
me feel that there will be degrees of future 
punishment such as Matthew 23:14 which says, 
“Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites, for ye devour widow’s houses and for 
a pretense make long prayers, therefore ye 
shall receive the greater damnation.” And then 
in Luke 12:47 and 48 we read, “That servant 
which knew his lord’s will and prepared not 
himself, neither did according to his will, shall 
be beaten with many stripes. But he that 
knew not, and did commit things worthy of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For 
unto whom much is given, of him shall much 
be required.” 


In the face of these Scriptures, it would have 
been better for one to have been born in 
the heart of Africa, and never to have heard the 
Name of Jesus Christ mentioned, than to have 


heard the message and not yield himself to 
Christ. 


In The Beginning God... 


By George S. Lauderdale 


“And God said, Let there be light: 
and there was light.” Genesis 1:3. 


God was not speaking to that which had 
understanding, as we define hearing and con- 
sciousness, yet when he said, “Let there be 
light,” there was light! Jesus Christ rebuked 
the wind and said to the sea, “Peace, be still.” 
What happened? “The wind ceased, and there 
was a great calm.” Mark 4:39. 


The disciples exclaimed, “What manner of 
man is this, that even the wind and the sea 
obey him? Inspired by the Holy Spirit, one 
man said, “Praise ye Him, sun and moon; praise 
Him, all ye stars of light . . . fire, and hail: 
snow and vapor; stormy wind fulfilling His 
Word.” Psalm 148:2,8. Since God’s Word does 
not return to Him void when addressed to 
forces which have no ears, certainly His Word 


will have success when spoken to His own elect 
children. 
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The transformation brought about by God's 
Word was no partial change from a dark haze 
to one less dark, but an absolute reversal of 
things. Before, “darkness was upon the face of 
the deep,” but after, “there was light.” Light 
is light; it has no fellowship with darkness. 
God did not increase the intensity of a glow 
already present somewhere; the Bible says that 
God “commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness.” 2 Corinthians 4:6. 


This is a striking parallel to the salvation 
of sinners who trust in Jesus Christ: “For God 
. .. hath shined in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.” 2 Corinthians 4:6. God 
alone saves; redemption is His gift. 
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GLORIOUS SALVATION! 


When God puts the light of eternal life in 
a man’s soul He does not fan into flame some 
spark of the divine life already there. “For 
ye were sometime darkness, but now are ye 
light in the Lord.” Ephesians 5:8 “The en- 
trance of Thy Words giveth light.” Psalm 
119:30. Again God says, “I will bring the blind 
in a way that they have not known; I will lead 
them in paths that they have not known: I will 
make darkness light before them.” Isaiah 42:16. 


Conversion to Christ is an absolute reversal 
of thought, speech and action; mind, emotion, 
and will are centered in Christ and God’s plan 
rather than in self and sin. Jesus Christ makes 
the difference between total darkness and 
glorious light! 


GOD HONORS HIS WORD 


God might have used other instruments in 
the creation of light and all things, not being 
limited to any course of action. God chose 
to use His Word in bringing forth light on 
the first day and the method was the same 
in all the six days. Reverently speaking, He 
could have moved His hand, batted His eyes, 
but He knew best and spoke. 


God has also decided to use His Word in 
redeeming and thus we have the testimony of 
a saved sinner, “I hope in thy word;” “I trust 
in Thy Word.” These are verses 114 and 42 
of Psalm 119. See 1 Peter 1:23-25. Savages are 
not gloriously changed into servants of Christ 
where the Word of God has never been 
preached. 


OUR DUTY 


It is not our place to question God’s wisdom 
but to preach the gospel to every creature, to 
allow ourselves no rest until a Bible is placed 
in the hands and proclaimed to the ears of 
every man with prayer that God will plant the 
Word in their hearts. Men are born again only 
in those places where the Bible goes. 


“The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice 
of the Lord is full of majesty.” Psalm 29:4. 


What God did on the first day, dividing light 
from darkness, is suggestive of what He will 
do on the last day: He will divide the children 
of light from the children of darkness, saints 
for sinners. Believe the Word, be able to say, 
“The Lord is my Light and my salvation,” 
and so be ready for the day of final judgment. 
Christians, be shining in these days that the 
whole world will be evangelized. 
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Choice Christian Books 
for Your Library 


The Self-Disclosure of Jesus _____ $4.00 
by Geerhardus Vos 


This volume by the late Geerhardus Vos of 
Princeton Seminary is what many theologians 
consider to be Dr. Vos’ most ——— work. 
The question in the modern debate concern- 
ing whether Jesus claimed and believed him- 
self to be the Messiah, is here in the mind of 
Christ Himself. 

S 


The Humiliation of Christ _...___ $3.50 
by A. B. Bruce 
A Classic in Christology 

Spoken of as having “won for himself the 
foremost place among Christian apologists” 
in the nineteenth century, A. B. Bruce 
crowned his New Testament studies with this 
brilliantly impressive study of a subject which 
he especially was equipped to write. 


The Secret of Pulpit Power... $3.00 
(Through Thematic Christian Preaching) 
by Simon Blocker 

Here is a fresh, new book both the sub- 
stance and techniques of successful thematic 
Christian preaching. 

* 


God and the Cosmos $3.50 
by Theodore Graebner 
A Critical Examination of Atheism, Ma- 
terialism and Evolutionism. 
“The most up to date, thorough, compre- 
hensive, systematic book on Apologetics that 


we have had the pleasure of reading.” 
—Lutheran Herald 





The Basis of Millennial Faith $2.00 
by Floyd E. Hamilton 


Whatever your millennial view, The Basis 
of Millennial Faith will be a stimulant to 
your thinking on the subject. 


The Teaching of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews . 
by Geerhardus Vos 


This volume contains Dr. Vos’ classroom 
lectures on the teaching of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, edited and rewritten by the 
Reverend Johannes G. Vos, son of the author. 
It is especially valuable for its Scriptural 
illumination of such recent subjects as 
Christology and Eschatology. 


Any Three of the Above Separate Titles 
Sent Postpaid to One Address $5.00 


Act Quickly and Give Second Choice 
as Supply Is Limited 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE. N. C. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 27 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Justice In Community Life 


Background Scripture: Leviticus 19:11-18; Deuteronomy 15:7,8; Romans 13:8-10; James 1:1-24; 2:1-13 


Devotional Reading: Romans 12:9-21 


Romans, chapter 12, might be called, ““The Transformed Life”; “Not conformed . . 


. but trans- 


formed.” Most people conform their lives more or less to the pattern of this world. To illustrate, 
they live like ugly worms instead of beautiful butterflies, when the cocoon bursts its shell and sails 
away as a butterfuly. So some men, like Paul, have burst the bonds of this world and have their 
citizenship in heaven. They soar above the world and its sordid patterns to a life that is hid with 


God in Christ. 


Such a life can sometimes transform a whole 
community. The whole chapter illustrates what 
such a life can be and do. It is a life of true 
humility which recognizes the fact that all 
Christians are one body in Christ having dif- 
ferent gifts and callings. It is a life of love 
which cleaves to the good and hates the evil. 
It is a life of service and joy and patience and 
generosity. It never renders evil for evil but 
does good to even our enemies. In short, it 
is a life which overcomes evil with good: a 
victorious life. 


If everyone in a community lived the kind 
of transformed life depicted by Paul in this 
marvelous chapter, we would not merely have 
“Justice in Community Life”; we would have 
a community which would be a miniature 
“heaven on earth.” Some communities where 
the Gospel has power in the lives of men, ap- 
proach this ideal. When righteousness covers 
the earth as the waters cover the sea, we will 
have such a world and all its communities will 
be governed by Justice. This world will be a 
wonderful place to live when our Saviour reigns 
and rules: when Peace and Joy, Justice and 
Righteousness will prevail. Such a blessed time 
is promised. (See Isaiah 11) 


Justice in Community Life is stressed both 
in the Old and New Testaments. In addition 
to our selections for study from the Old Testa- 
ment it would pay us to read the messages of 
the prophets, especially Amos. What could be 
stronger than his indictment of Israel in verses 
6-8 chapter 2? “they sold the righteous for 
silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes,” etc. 
Let us now take up some of the selections for 
today’s study: 
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I. Some Community Evils Condemned: 
Leviticus 19:11-18. 


The words are plain, and these sins named 
so that there can be no mistake. Shall not 
steal, or deal falsely, or lie one to another. The 
community life is spoiled where these sins are 
found. If we cannot trust our neighbors, then 
the foundations are destroyed. Profanity de- 
stroys the atmosphere of a community. The 
deaf and the blind shall be treated kindly; who 
knows when we will be like them? There shall 
be no respect of persons; all shall be equal 
before the judge. Gossip — or talebearing — 
is one of the common sins of some communities. 
It dees as much to stir up bad feeling as any- 
thing. Thou shalt not hate thy brother or seek 
revenge or hold a grudge. These are simple 
rules to guide a community and make justice 
a real thing. We have all had experience enough 
to make us see that these Old Testament com- 
mands are just as applicable and relevant today 
as when Moses wrote them. They are needed 
today to make our community life what it 
should be. 


II. Special Regard to the Poor: 
Deuteronomy 15:7,8. 


This command is given especially in regard 
to lending to the poor. Every seventh year 
with the Jews was a “year of release” when 
debts were cancelled. The temptation was to 
refuse to lend money to a poor man on the 
eve of this year of release, lest he be not re- 
quired to pay back what was loaned. Moses 
says that they are to “open thine hand wide 
unto him” and lend him what he needs. The 
Saviour says we are to “give to him that asketh 
thee, and from him that would borrow of thee 
turn not thou away.” 
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I am afraid that we break this command a 
great deal. We have turned over all or most 
of our charity work to organizations, and this 
may be a good thing, but it does rob us of 
the personal joy of helping some poor person. 
The poor are with us always and they are 


” 


not always “deserving poor,” but let us not 
be cold and heartless in our treatment of them. 
These words of Moses and the words of our 
Saviour should make us very, very thoughtful 
and kind. Remember; He that giveth to the 
poor, lendeth to the Lord, and I am sure we 
would like to lend some money to our Lord! 


III. Love Fulfills the Law: Romans 13:8-10. 


Love fulfills both tables of the law, but the 
second part is given here. If we love God with 
all our heart, soul, mind, and strength we will 
certainly not have any other gods before Him, 
or make a likeness of Him to worship or profane 
His day or His name. 


Love also fulfills the part of the law which 
refers to the Home. If we love our father 
and mother we will obey and honor them. The 
law of the home is the law of love. 


Love is also the law when it comes to Com- 
munity Life. What is it that makes a com- 
munity like heaven or hell? it is whether love 
or hate rules in the hearts of those who live 
there. We read of communities in the paper 
where there is rioting and sluggings and rob- 
beries and murder, and we say, I would hate 
to live in that community. We see other com- 
munities where all is quiet and peaceful. We 
see a church in the center, and scattered all 
around in the village or country side, homes 
where people dwell in safety and in fellowship 
with one another. If we are looking for a de- 


sirable place to live we will select such a com- 
munity. 


One word makes all the difference; that word 
is Love. People do not kill or steal or commit 
adultery or bear false witness or covet what 
belongs to their neighbors if they love one 
another. Love worketh no ill to his neighbor; 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. If 
we love as we should we do not have to fear 
the law; we will keep it without it being a 
burden. Jesus stressed this. A new command- 
ment I give you that ye should love one an- 
other, as I have loved you. Here is a new 
measure for our love, even the love of Christ. 


There is a verse of a hymn which says, The 
whole world is dying for a little bit of love. 
I would like to change that. It will take more 
than “a little bit” of love. It will have to be 
like the love of God in Christ and that was 
and is one of the biggest things in the world. 
It is measured by the word “so”. He loved so 
that He gave His Son to die for us. 
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What can you and I do to have justice in 
our community? If we will love people our. 
selves and encourage them to love one another 
we will do more to promote justice and the 
right spirit than in any other way. Have you 
ever asked the question, Do I really love my 
neighbor as myself? We read those words and 
we glibly quote this summary of the Second 
Table of the law, but have we ever stopped 
and really searched our hearts to see if we do? 
I have tried to do this and I see how far short 
I come. May we all pray that God will make 
us love Him as we should and love our neigh- 
bors as ourselves! 


IV. The Practice Part: James 1:1-24; 2:1-13. 


As John Bunyan says, “The practice part is 
the hard part.”” James writes of applied Chris- 
tianity. It is easy to read about being a Chris- 
tian; it is hard to be one: James wants us to 
be doers of the word, not hearers only. 


He treats a variety of subjects in these verses. 


First, he takes up the question of “tempta- 
tions,” using the word in the sense of trials 
and afflictions. These work patience and bring 
a rich reward if we endure them in the right 
spirit. I have had some experience along this 
line just recently and I can testify that it is 
no easy matter to “endure” these trials. We 
are so prone to murmur and complain. May 
God give us grace! 


Then he turns to the subject of wisdom, and 
gives a very simple recipe for obtaining it: If 
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God... 
and it shall be given him. This is of universal 
application. Wisdom is the principal thing, 
therefore get wisdom. From the ruler of a na- 
tion to a ditchdigger we all need wisdom. Why 
do we not ask for it? Are we too proud? or do 
we not believe in an All-wise God? or do we 
disbelieve His promise? We will have to “ask 
in faith.” 


He takes up the matter of temptation again, 
this time in the sense in which we usually use 
the word, the temptation to evil. God never 
tempts man to evil. The temptation comes from 
his own sinful desires. 


Be ye doers of the word and not hearers 
only. He uses the illustration of a man looking 
in a mirror. We look in a glass to see if our 
face is clean, our hair parted, our tie on 
straight, etc. Suppose we find something wrong. 
We immediately correct it, if we are wise. We 
look in the Bible, our “Magic Mirror’; we 
find that we are sinners, we see ourselves as 
we are. Now, the wise man will do something 
about it! He will seek salvation as a lost sin- 
ner. If he sees that his life is all wrong, he 
will correct it. The mirror shows us our faults 
in order that we may correct them. Let us use 
our mirrors! 
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He touches on bridling our tongues, but leaves 
the full treatment of that until the third chap- 
ter which is familiar as “a classic on the Evils 
of the Tongue.” 


He gives a definition of pure religion. It 
is a two-fold definition. We might call it 
kindness and spotlessness. This is not a com- 
plete definition, but it is a very practical ap- 
plication: to visit the fatherless and widows 
and keep himself unspotted from the world. 


There must be no respect of persons or snob- 


bery in the church. God does not look on a 
man’s wealth or his clothes; neither shall we. 
We are all equal in the sight of God. James 
is speaking here of wicked rich men and he 
does this later in chapter 5. There are good 
rich people and we honor them for their char- 
acter and their support of the work of God. 
We are not to despise the poor, and we are 
not to hate the rich. Rich people are not all 
bad. Some are the finest of Christians and 
by their generosity help the poor and bring 
a blessing upon themselves and the church. 
James is only thinking of wicked rich people. 


Presbyterians To The Rescue 


By Lynda H. Homes 


Early in June on a clear, calm night a 
young Presbyterian high school boy was 
awakened from a sound sleep about 1:15 by 
a snapping, crackling sound. He looked out 
his front window and saw, across the street 
and well into the other side of the block, a 
mass of flames. He rushed out of his house 
to the nearest fire alarm box, pulled the lever, 
and raced on to the site of the fire. 


The burning building was the Parish House 
of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, one of the 
outstanding landmarks in the small town of 
Washington, N. C. Some sixty-five firemen, 
mostly volunteers, arrived to battle the blaze, 
and at 2:15 A. M., when the flames seemed 
to spread completely out of control, another 
fire department from a neighboring town was 
called in to assist. 


A small memorial chapel, used regularly for 
Sunday School services and mid-weekly Com- 
munion, was damaged considerably. Wearing 
smokemasks, several firemen and parishioners 
entered the burning buildings and were able 
to save records, valuable altar pieces, and some 
of the Communion Silver. Because the alarm 
was sounded early by an alert young boy, fire- 
fighters were able to save the historic church 
proper, which dates to before the Civil War, 


and adjoined the Parish building at the west 
end. 


The Parish House was a large three story 
structure, built in 1926, and the entire third 
floor was a gymnasium, which had always been 
open to children and teenagers of all denomi- 
nations for basketball, tumbling, and other 
recreational activities. There was hardly a per- 
son in the town who had not participated in 
activities there, or watched them, at one time 
or another. The complete loss of class rooms, 
an auditorium, a parlor, and kitchen facilities 
brought sadness to many hearts. 
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Vacation Bible School opening had been set 
for the following Monday, with an enrollment 
of 90 children from kindergarten through teen- 
age. Now, all facilities were gone as well as 
the entire order of supplies which had been 
inventoried and stored in the Parish building. 


The first person to contact the Bible School 
Director was Rev. W. P. Burns of the First 
Presbyterian Church. He had called his dea- 
cons early on the morning of the fire and they 
unanimously agreed to offer Presbyterian fa- 
cilities to the Episcopalians for Vacation Bible 
School. New supplies were sent in from a neigh- 
boring parish, and the Director was able to 
hold a successful school in spite of what had 
at first appeared to be an impossible situation. 


From the first awareness of the tragic fire 
until the moment arrived for making new 
plans, the Presbyterians were on the scene, of- 
fering not only solace but active Christian help. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 27 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


On The Klip Of A Coin 


Scripture—Romans 12:1-2, 9-21 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 
“Living for Jesus” 
“My Soul, Be on Thy Guard” 


Note to Program Leader: 

(We are beginning a unit of two programs 
on gambling and vandalism. There is undoubt- 
edly general agreement among Christians that 
both of these practices are wrong, but we want 
to know specifically wherein they are wrong. 
Many young people are faced with temptations 
to do these things, and they need to be fortified 
with some dependable knowledge and sound 
reasoning. 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

More and more gambling is being regarded 
as a socially respectable practice. So many 
things are decided “on the flip of a coin.” Peo- 
ple seem to find it fascinating to experiment 
with chance. Some look on gambling as a sort 
of harmless entertainment, as long as it does 
not partake of a form which they regard as 
objectionable. Many foreign governments have 
legalized gambling in order to tax it. For them, 
gambling is an important source of national 
income. Even some of the state governments in 
the United States have legalized certain types 
of gambling. This recognition by government 
has led many people to change their ideas about 
gambling. They reason that if the government 
accepts it, and “if it provides money for a 
good cause like schools and charities,” then 
it must be all right. 


Since all of us are likely to come into con- 
tact with propaganda of this kind, it is impor- 
tant that we know the facts about gambling 
and how it fits or does not fit with Christian 
morality. 


First Speaker: 

We find that there is not general agreement 
as to what constitutes gambling. What seems 
like gambling to some people is regarded as 
harmless fun and entertainment by others. We 
need a good definition by which we can measure 
all questionable practices. The dictionary de- 
fines gambling as “playing or gaming for money 
or other stakes, or to hazard or wager.” This 
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means a voluntary risking of money or other 
property in the hope of gaining profit by the 
loss of others based on the outcome of events 
over which the gambler has no control. Any 
activity falling under this definition is 
gambling. 


Second Speaker: 


As we have defined gambling, what is 
basically wrong with it? It is a clear violation 
of the eighth commandment. Gambling is steal- 
ing. The person who engages in gambling has 
the hope of receiving something from someone 
else for which he did not pay. It is his inten- 
tion to take something which does not belong 
to him and to which he has no right. It is 
true that those who gamble risk their own 
property to loss, but when two men agree to 
try to steal from each other, it does not make 
stealing right. True justice does not allow 
us to steal from the feeble minded merely be- 
cause they do not know enough to object to 
the theft. If a person has little enough sense 
to risk his property to the determination of 
chance, that does not make it right for some- 
one to take his property from him without 
making satisfactory payment for it. In any way 
we look at it gambling is stealing. 


Third Speaker: 


One of the main reasons that so many good 
people object to gambling is that there are 
so many other evils associated with it. Gambling 
seems to affect some people like a disease. It 
grows on them and gets altogether out of 
control. There is no way of knowing exactly 
how much dire poverty has resulted from gam- 
bling, but if we could know, it would astound 
us. The one person who is sure not to lose 
anything by gambling is the professional gam- 
bler. All of his games are so rigged that he 
wins consistently. The “suckers” he persuades 
to play are the ones who lose. Of course, this 
involves cheating. People who make a business 
of gambling are not content to risk the out- 
come to chance. They are determined to con- 
trol the outcome, and this leads to bribery, 
corruption, and all kinds of crime and dishon- 
esty. The recent official investigations of gam- 
bling in our country have revealed that it is 
the regular companion of immorality of every 
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description. The person who associates with 
gamblers is inviting trouble, and is making sure 
that his companions will be morally inferior 
persons. 


Fourth Speaker: 


Now that we have seen something of what 
is involved in gambling, what are we to do 
about it? To begin with, we can make sure 
that we never get started in the business of 
gambling. Many people seem to think there 
is no harm in flipping coins to determine who 
pays for the soft drinks, or that it is all right 
to buy a ticket on a prize when the whole ven- 
ture is supporting a “good cause.” We need 
to recognize that gambling is gambling, and 
that it is very difficult to draw a line between 


petty gambling and serious gambling. The 
surest way to avoid all the evils of it is never 
to make a beginning in the practice. 


Our first responsibility is for our own lives, 
but we also have a responsibility to others. 
There are so many people who do not seem 
to understand the true nature of gambling or 
the serious dangers that accompany it. We 
ought to explain to them whenever we can 
what is basically wrong with gambling and 
to point out the evils which consistently ac- 
company it. 


There is no place for gambling in the life of 
a Christian. We must prove it in our own per- 
sonal conduct and in the witness we bear to 
others. 

















Bible Study for 
Circle Bible Leaders on “The 
Church in the New Testament” 


Prepared by Morton H. Smith, Professor of Bible, 
Belhaven College, Jackson, Mississippi 


Lesson 8: A Giving Church 
The Lesson in Outline 
Introduction 

I. The Why of Giving 


A. God’s Ownership of All — 
Psalm 24:1; 50:10-11. 


B. God’s General Gifts to Men — 
Deut. 26:1-2,11; James 1:17. 


C. God’s Gift of His Son — 
John 3:16; II Cor. 8:9; 9:15. 


II. The What of Giving 


A. Old Testament — Deut. 16:17; Lev. 27:30; 
Mal. 3:8-10; Gen. 14:20b. 


B. New Testament — II Cor. 8:5; Mt. 23:23; 
I Cor. 16:2; II Cor. 8:12. 


III. The How of Giving 


A. As a Service of Worship — Rom. 12:1-2; 
Prov. 3:9. 


B. Willingly and Cheerfully — II Cor. 8:12; 
9:5-7. 


C. Bountifully and Liberally — II Cor. 9:6,13. 
D. Regularly — I Cor. 16:1-2. 
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IV. The Result of Giving According to the Word 
A. Honoring God — Prov. 3:9. 


B. Blessings Promised — Prov. 3:9-10; Mal. 
3:10; II Cor. 9:8. 


Introduction 


In this lesson we deal with the response of 
the Church to her Lord for all that He has 
done for her. It is the response of giving. We 
find that the early New Testament Church 
recognized her obligation to return her all to 
the Lord who had given His all for her sake, 
as we read the account found in Acts 4:32-37. 
Here were individuals of the Church who saw 
that the Lord Jesus had given up all for them 
on the Cross, and thus they were willing to 
give up all for Him. They manifested this by 
the selling of all that they had, and bringing 
it in to the Church for distribution to the needy 
of the Church. Peter indicates in the next chap- 
ter (Acts 5:4) that the Gospel does not require 
the renouncing of all property rights, and yet 
the basic principle that we owe all to Him is 
true. It shall be this principle that we shall 
seek to examine in this lesson, as we survey 
the teaching of the Bible on the subject of 
Christian giving. 


I. The Why of Giving 


A. God’s Ownership of All — Psalm 24:1; 
50:10-11. 


It is self evident from the Christian doctrine 
of creation that God who has made all things 
owns all that exists. The Psalmist states this 
beautifully: “The earth is the Lord’s and the 
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fulness thereof; the world and they that dwell 
therein” (Ps. 24:1). And again, “For every 
beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon 
a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the 
mountains; and the wild beasts of the field 
are mine” (Ps. 50:10-11). This is such a 
basic truth, and yet one which is so often ig- 
nored by man. God has made us and all the 
earth. He has given us the very lives we live, 
the air we breathe, the food we eat, the goods 
we possess—everything. We are but stewards, 
entrusted with these many things to use them 
to His glory. We all need to recognize daily 
that our lives should be lived as offerings unto 
Him. 


B. God’s General Gifts to Men — Deut. 
26:1-2,11; James 1:17. 


Not only has God made us and all things, 
but He has bestowed upon man His special 
favor, by giving him this world for his liveli- 
hood. In Deuteronomy the fact of His general 
gifts to man is set forth as the ground for 
calling forth the response of giving from His 
people. “And it shall be, when thou art come 
in unto the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest 
it, and dwellest therein; that thou shalt take of 
the first of all the fruit of the earth, which 
thou shalt bring of thy land that the Lord thy 
God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, 
and shalt go unto the place which the Lord thy 
God shall choose to place His name there... 
and thou shalt rejoice in every good thing 
which the Lord thy God hath given unto thee 
ooo” (26:1-2,11). 


The same basic principle is taught in the 
New Testament by James (1:17), “Every good 
and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights...” The 
thrust of both of these passages is that every 
good thing that we have comes as a gift from 
God. Our only proper response to this fact is 
to acknowledge it, and to return to God all 
that we have and are in lives of thanksgiving 
and service. 


C. God’s Gift of His Son — John 3:16; 
II Cor. 8:9; 9:15. 


The highest motive of all for the Church 
becoming a giving Church is found in the Gos- 
pel itself. The Gospel represents to us the gift 
of God par excellence. In Genesis 15:1 God 
told Abram that He Himself was His exceeding 
great reward. This has come to its highest ful- 
fillment in the Gospel. It is in the Gospel that 
God gives Himself as personal Heavenly Father 
to sinners. By believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ we are given the right to become the 
sons of God (John 1:12). Thus the Father gives 
Himself to us in the Gospel. The Son also is 
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given to us in the Gospel. “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” The Son 
Himself gave Himself, “For ye know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was 
rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that 
ye through His poverty might be rich (II Cor. 
8:9). And finally we have the Holy Spirit 
poured out upon the Church, and given to 
us in that He comes to indwell the heart of 
every believer. So it is that the Gospel is the 
offering unto us of the exceeding great reward 
of the Holy Triune God Himself. What more 
could be desired? What more could be given? 
We can only respond with the Apostle, “Thanks 
be unto God for His unspeakable gift!” (II 
Cor. 9:15). To think of all of this done, not 
just for His creatures, but for rebellious sinful, 
hell-deserving creatures, truly this is good news! 
Our whole lives should be spent in offering up 
of ourselves as gifts to Him and for His 
service! “Love so amazing, so divine, demands 
my soul, my life, my all!” 


II. The What of Giving 


That we ought to give unto the Lord is cer- 
tainly evident from the passages we have ex- 
amined. Now let us consider what we should 
give. 


A. Old Testament — Deut. 16:17; Lev. 27:30; 
Mal. 3:8-10; Gen 14; 20b. 


The Old Testament is very explicit in its 
teaching of what, or how much should be 
given by God’s people as a sign of their devo- 
tion to Him. As we all know it specifies the 
tithe or tenth to be given. It is interesting to 
note, however, that the case is stated more 
broadly at first. “Every man shall give as he 
is able, according to the blessing of the Lord 
thy God which He hath given thee” (Deut. 
16:17). This is the perpetual principle that 
giving should be done on a proportionate basis. 
We shall find that this same principle is re- 
stated in the New Testament. 


Since the Old Testament people were at a 
stage of less maturity than the New Testament 
Church, we find that the implication of this 
proportionate giving is set forth much more 
explicitly. “And all the tithe of the land, 
whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit 
of the tree, is the Lord’s: it is holy unto the 
Lord ” (Lev. 27:30). “Will a man rob God? 
Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein 
have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings 
. . . Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse 

” (Mal. 3:8,10). Here we see the basic 
commandment of tithing set forth by Moses 
in Leviticus, and the same command is rein- 
forced by the prophet Malachi. We may con- 
clude that the tithe was recognized in the Old 
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Testament as the basic proportion of one’s 
goods to be given to God. It is significant that 
even Abraham, before the giving of the law 
by Moses, recognized this as the basic propor- 
tion to be given to the Lord’s priest. “And 
he (Abraham) gave him (Melchizedek) tithes 
of all” (Gen. 14:20b). 


B. New Testament — IJ Cor. 8:5; Mt. 23:23; 
I Cor. 16:2; II Cor. 8:12. 


It has often been argued that the New Testa- 
ment does not require a legalistic tithe as did 
the Old. This may be true in one sense, and 
yet the New Testament, as it reveals the Gos- 
pel to us more clearly, demands even more of 
us. Thus it is perfectly true that the emphasis 
is not so much on the particular amount given, 
but on the giver and his attitude. This may be 
seen in that the first and primary demand 
of the Gospel is the wholehearted consecration 
of the believer unto God. “And this they did, 
not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves 
to the Lord and unto us by the will of God” 
(II Cor. 8:5). In this passage Paul has been 
citing the example of the Macedonian churches 
to the Corinthians to stir them to give liberally 
to the Lord’s service. In this verse he points 
out the fact that the first and most important 
act that the Macedonian Christians had _per- 
formed in their giving, was the giving of them- 
selves to God, and then the giving of their 
gifts. How important this is for all of us to 
see! All too many seek to appease their con- 
science by giving something to the Church. 
The first and most important thing is the giv- 
ing of ourselves to Christ, and then the con- 
secration of our goods to His service. 


Not only does the New Testament make this 
demand of the gift of ourselves, but it also gives 
us some very practical instruction as to our 
material gifts to the Lord. It is interesting to 
see that Jesus approved the tithe, “. . . for ye 
pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin... 
these ought ye to have done...” (Mt. 23:23). 
Here He is rebuking the scribes and Pharisees 
for not doing more, but this one thing that 
they have done He approves. 


It is significant to see how Paul repeats the 
basic teaching of the Old Testament that our 
giving should be proportionate. “Upon the 
first day of the week let every one of you lay 
by him in store, as God hath prospered him, 
that there be no gatherings when I come” (I Cor. 
16:2). And again, “For if there be first a will- 
ing mind, it is accepted according to that a 
man hath, and not according to that he hath 

t” (II Cor. 8:12). Paul does not specify the 
ae itself, but he does restate the basic prin- 
ciple upon which the Old Testament tithe had 
been based: It certainly. seems evident that if 
the people of the Old .Testament with their 
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relatively limited insight into the nature of the 
Gospel were expected to honor God with a 
tenth of all that they had, how much more 
ought the New Testament people to honor 
Him. The tenth is not made a legalistic mat- 
ter for the New Testament Christian, but it 
does seem that this should be the very minimum 
that he should give to the Lord who has done 
so much for him. Just think of what it would 
mean to the world if every member of our 
Church tithed! Truly it would be enough to 
support a mission to the whole world! 


III. The How of Giving 


A. As a Service of Worship — Rom. 12:1-2; 
Prov. 3:9. 


In the twelfth chapter of Romans Paul be- 
gins to exhort his readers to respond to the 
glorious Gospel that he has presented in the 
earlier chapters. He opens this section with 
a tremendous call to spiritual service: “I be- 
seech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, to present your bodies a living sacri- 
fice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service. . ” Here he is calling 
for the offering up of ourselves as gifts and 
sacrifices to God as an act of spiritual worship 
of God. Thus our giving, first of ourselves, 
and then of our means is to be done as an act 
of worship. “Honor the Lord with thy sub- 
stance” (Prov. 3:9). How much we miss when 
we look upon giving as just a task or a duty. 
It should be worship! 


B. Willingly and Cheerfully — II Cor. 8:12; 
9:5-7. 

Paul teaches that our giving should be done 
willingly and cheerfully. “For if there be first 
a willing mind...” (II Cor. 8:12a). “There- 
fore I thought it necessary to exhort the breth- 
ren, . . . that the same might be ready, as a 
matter of bounty, and not as of covetousness. 
Every man according as he purposeth in his 
heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of 
necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver” (II 
Cor. 9:5-7). Sometimes it may be difficult for 
us to give out of a cheerful heart, and yet when 
we go back and examine the ultimate grounds 
for our giving, we should find our hearts filled 
with overflowing and crying with Paul, “Thanks 
be unto God for His unspeakable gift.” 


C. Bountifully and Liberally - II Cor. 9:6,13. 


If our hearts are properly set upon Christ and 
His gift of Himself in our behalf, we should 
hardly need the instruction of Paul to give 
bountifully and liberally. But, due to the sin- 
fulness of our flesh, God has seen fit to en- 
courage us with such exhortations. “But this 
I say, He that soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully” (II Cor. 9:6). Here 
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we see that the New Testament suggests that 
we not be limited just to a tithe, but rather 
that we give as bountifully as we can. 


D. Regularly — I Cor. 16:1-2. 


There is one other instruction given in the 
New Testament that tells how we ought to 
give. It is the word that Paul gives in I Cor. 
16:1-2, indicating that we ought to give regu- 
larly to the work of the Lord. He actually 
indicates that it should be done on the first 
day of the week, which has reference to the 
fact that our giving should be a part of the 
regular Christian weekly worship services. 


Many of us miss the benefit of worshipping 
God in this way, as we hold back our gifts to 
the end of the quarter or of the year. There 
is a blessing to be received in the regular wor- 
ship of God by regular giving. The work of 
the Church must continue from week to week, 
and so also ought the giving of the people. 


IV. The Result of Giving According to the 
Word. 


A. Honoring to God — Prov. 3:9. 


This verse, which we have already cited, tells 
us to honor God with our substance. Truly 
it is an amazing thing to think that we actually 
honor the Holy Invisible God of the Universe 
by bringing Him a gift of our material sub- 
stance. Yet, this is just what the Bible tells 
us we do when we worship Him according to 
His Word. This then should be our chief end 
in worship by giving, — the glory of God. 


B. Blessings Promised — Prov. 3:9-10; Mal. 3:10; 
II Cor. 9:8. 


These three passages all indicate that if we 
are faithful in our service of giving to the 
Lord, He will bless us. This is not our high- 
est motive, and yet it is a demonstration of 
the goodness of God. For, as we have seen, 
we owe Him all that we are and have, and yet 
He promises to honor us and bless us if we 
will but honor him with our gifts. “Honor 
the Lord with thy substance, and with the first 
fruits of all thine increase: so shall thy barns 
be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall 
burst out with new wine” (Prov. 3:9-10) . “Bring 
ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there 
may be meat in mine house, and prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I 
will not open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it.” (Mal. 3:10). 
Here is a challenge from God to any who have 
never tithed. He asks and challenges us to 
“prove Him.” If you have never done so, why 
not take Him at His word for just one month, 
and see if He will not truly bless you. The 
blessing may not be a return of money to you, 
but it will be a spiritual peace and contentment 
about this whole matter. 


“God is able to make all grace abound toward 
you; that ye always having all sufficiency in 
all things may abound in every good work” 
(II Cor. 9:8). “And my God shall supply every 
need of yours according to His riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:19). 
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GEORGIA 


Valdosta—Dr. William H. Kadel, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Orlando, Fla., was 
named the first President for the new Florida 
Presbyterian College. 


His election was announced June 19, and Dr. 
Kadel left Valdosta to go to Florida to accept the 
election by the Board of Trustees of the new 
college. Dr. Kadel had been leading the vespers 
at the Valdosta Area Leadership School for the 
Presbyterian young people of the Synods of Georgia 
and Florida. 


Mr. Philip J. Lee, Tampa elder, and assistant 
vice-president of the Atlantic Coast Line Railway, 
is chairman of the Board of Trustees for the new 
college. He gave official statement of the appoint- 
— of Dr. Kadel, who will begin his new duties 

ept. 1. 


The college is still in the formative stages, as 


a site has not yet been chosen by the Synod of 
Florida. 


Dr. Kadel is a native of Gettysburg, Pa., and 
a graduate of both Gettysburg College and West- 
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ern Theological Seminary of Pittsburgh. He was 
ordained by Steubenville Presbytery of the U.S.A. 
Church in 1938 and served as pastor of churches 
in Ohio and Pennsylvania until 1942 when he be- 
came a chaplain in the U. S. Army until 1945. He 
first became pastor of a Presbyterian, U.S. church 
when he accepted a call to the Palma Ceia Presby- 
tery in Tampa in 1945. He had post graduate 
studies at Union Theological Seminary in Rich- 
mond, Va., in 1949. 





Decatur—Rev. Hubert F. Taylor, Professor of 
Public Speech and Church Music, Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, was recently awarded one of the 
Faculty Fellowships granted by the American As- 
sociation of Theological Schools. He was one of 
four Presbyterians to receive this distinction for 
1958-59. The fellowship provides for a full calen- 
dar year of graduate study. Professor Taylor will 
be on leave of absence for the next academic 
session and will pursue studies at Northwestern 
University, Evanston, Illinois, leading to the degree 
of Public Speaking. Professor Taylor leaves for 
Northwestern the latter part of June and his family 
will join him in September. 
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Clinton — Four Presbyterian College professors 
are traveling abroad this summer on trips related 
to their fields of specialty. 


A Middle East tour of the old Biblical lands is 
the feature of separate trips being taken by Dr. 
T. Layton Fraser and Dr. Joseph Gettys, both pro- 
fessors of Bible at P.C. Mrs. Gettys accompanies 
her husband. 


Warren Couch, instructor in English for the 
past year, is making a special study of English 
literature during his visit to the British Isles. And 
Robert McIntyre, assistant professor of biology, 
treats himself to a general tour of Europe. 


All are scheduled to return later in the summer 
to resume their teaching assignments with the start 
of the 78th session next September 8. 


Eight students who completed their undergrad- 
uate training at Presbyterian College in May will 
move on or for graduate work in medicine and 
dentistry next fall. 


Six of this group have been accepted at medical 
schools. They are: Guy Blakely of Clinton, J. P. 
Brown of Laurens, James Hentz of Anderson and 
Tommy Richards of Heath Springs, all to study 
at the Medical College of South Carolina; John 
Knox of Decatur, Ga., Bowman-Gray Medical 
School; and Jack Shelburg of Clinton, Medical 
College of Virginia. 


The two who will study dentistry are: Laddie 
Jones of Simpsonville, University of Maryland 
Dental School; and Sammy Marsh of Hemingway, 
University of Virginia Dental School. 





TENNESSEE 


Memphis — (PN) — J. C. Macdonald, Chief 
of Police for the city of Memphis, and a deacon 
at Buntyn Presbyterian Church, is convinced that 
the best way to counteract increased juvenile 
crime in the streets of Memphis is to put more 
religion in the homes here. 


Chief Macdonald, in a recent interview by one 
of his local daily newspapers, said that juvenile 
delinquency is the Memphis Police Department’s 
biggest headache, and declared that “the answer 
is more Bible study and religious training for 
youth.” “It’s got to start in the home,” said 
the police chief. 


He told the reporter that there has been a 
“seasonal upsurge” in trouble-making among 
Memphis youth within one week’s time since school 
closed for the summer. “But virtually none of 
the teenagers we’ve arrested come from religious 
homes. We just don’t have to deal with boys 
and girls who do, said Chief Macdonald. “Youths 
from Christian families take part in church ac- 
tivities; they go to bed at a decent hour and are 
up early doing something that’s a credit to them- 
selves and their community,” he said. 


The chief cited “delinquent” parents too, who 
take their children to Sunday School and leave 
them there while they go on somewhere else. 
“Parents like that are just wasting their time. 
If they’re not interested in the church, the chil- 
dren won’t be . .. Parents have got to wake up 
to the fact that unless their children are super- 
vised in the right direction, there’s no telling what 
they’re going to do. That goes for my child or 
anyone else’s”, the Memphis leader stated. 
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Macdonald told the reporter interviewing him 
that he has heard boys say that the church is 
“boring” or only for “sissies,” which, the chief 
declares, should present a challenge to churches 
to make their youth activities interesting. As for 
those who believe the church is for “sissies,” he 
pointed out that many top athletes got their first 
training on church teams. 


The Memphian Presbyterian urges every family 
seeking a good home-life, to set apart a regular 
time for the reading of the Bible aloud, say grace 
before meals, attend church together, and discuss 
religious issues. 


The Macdonald family takes a special interest 
in its own church here. Chief Macdonald is a 
deacon; Mrs. Macdonald teaches a women’s Bible 
class; their two sons, Don, 13, and Jim, 8, are 
members of the church baseball and basketball 
teams; and Ann, 17, is stated clerk of the 
Memphis Presbytery Senior High Fellowship. 





King College, Bristol, this month more than 
doubled the size of its present campus with the 
purchase of the Bristol Country Club property 
adjacent to the college campus. The purchase of 
these eighty-odd acres will make possible further 
expansion of college facilities, President R. T. L. 
Liston announced. 


It is expected that the college will have posses- 
sion of the new grounds within four years, when 
the Country Club completes its new quarters. 


None of the King College endowment funds nor 
funds from the recent Ninetieth Anniversary De- 
velopment Fund campaign designated for building, 
are involved in this purchase, Dr. Liston empha- 
sized. The title to the club grounds was conveyed 
to the college on June 20 by a vendor’s lien, in 
exchange for a payment of $110,000. The re- 
mainder of the purchase price is represented by 
a deed of trust, securing a note to be paid when 
the college is given complete possession of the 
new properties. 


“This transaction makes necessary further in- 
vestigations in connection with the planning of 
the future building operations of the college,” Dr. 
Liston commented. “However, it is expected that 
the buildings immediately proposed can perhaps be 
located in advance of the completion of the entire 
planning: thus, with the cooperation of the college 
architect in this matter, we shall hope that we can 
begin soon the drawings for the new library-ad- 
ministration building.” 


Dr. Huston St. Clair of Tazewell, Va., was 
chairman of the committee of the Trustees of King 
College which a seacge negotiations for the pur- 
chase. Other members of the committee were Mr. 
James C. White, president of Tennessee Eastman 
Company, Kingsport, Tenn; Mr. Herbert S. Wal- 
ters, Morristown, Tenn., and Dr. Liston. 





Memorial to Bennette William Robison 
August 24, 1889 - May 13, 1958 


Whereas God has called unto Himself his able, 
faithful, and diligent servant, Elder Bennette W. 
Robison, be it resolved by the Session of the 
ea Presbyterian Church of Hancock, Mary- 
and. 


We give thanks for the years he served as 
Deacon, May 30, 1943 - January 27, 1955, and 
as an Elder January 27, 1955 - May 13, 1958. 
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Also for his faithfulness to our church, and his 
Christian testimony. 


We assure all members of his family of our 
sharing the sorrow of their bereavement. 


A copy of this resolution was ordered by the 
Session to be placed on a special page in the 
Session book, and copies sent to the family, local 
newspapers, Stated Clerk of Winchester Presbytery 
and Church magazines. 


Session Hancock Presbyterian Church 
A. B. Ruppenthal, Clerk 


Bible Briefs 


The growing tendency of families to make 
their homes in trailers has opened a new ave- 
nue of Scripture distribution to the American 
Bible Society. These trailer homes seem to 
be particularly prevalent west of the Mississippi 
River, where trailer settlements liberally dot 
the landscape. In California the American Bible 
Society has equipped a Volkswagen Micro Bus 
with Scriptures, that is manned by a young 
Christian couple, to serve the Scripture needs 
of trailer dwellers in that part of the country; 
in the Rocky Mountains, by means of distribu- 
tion through a trailer, the Society’s office is 
now serving the many new communities that 
have sprung up and along the St. Lawrence the 
Society’s office in Syracuse arranged a visitation 
in the 5,000 trailer homes occupied by the 
transient construction workers engaged in the 
Seaway Project. 








Since 1821 the American Bible Society has 
been supplying Scripture to the Armed Forces. 
Last year it furnished 1,079,391 volumes of the 
Scriptures to Military and Veterans Administra- 
tion Chaplains. Besides supplying the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard and 
Veterans Administration, the Society annually 
furnishes several thousand volumes for the Mer- 
chant Marine Library Association to be placed 
aboard merchant vessels for use by the seamen. 





When a U. S. Army Chaplain in Germany 
needed a Braille Bible he wrote to the Ameri- 
can Bible Society: “In a hospital near our 
post there is a wing set aside for refugees from 
Communist countries. One of these men is a 
Russian who will no doubt be there for the 
rest of his life. He is now blind and also an 
invalid. I would like to ask how we might go 
about getting some portion of Braille Scriptures 
for this man. He speaks several languages and 
reads English in Braille. I will appreciate any 
help you can give.” Braille Scriptures were for- 
warded by the Bible Society immediately to fill 
this request. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Five Colorful Tracts and One Billy Graham 
Booklet Among New Releases From 
American Tract Society 


God has a ministry which every believer can 
perform — that of witnessing. He has asked us 
to confess Him before men. We may witness by 
our lives and by our spoken testimony, but many 
fail to realize that the witness of the printed word 
— entered a new period of influence in the world 
today. 


With material available such as that published 
by the American Tract Society, 513 West 166th 
Street, New York 32, N. Y., there is no excuse 
for Christians to neglect this great opportunity. 
Their tracts, turned out by the millions from this 
133-year-old organization, are as colorful and mod- 
ern in appearance as any literature of an evan- 
gelical nature to be secured today. True to the 
“old time religion,” the many unsolicited letters 
received in the Society’s office telling of spiritual 
re-birth and commitment to Christ through the 
tracts they issue, prove the power of the Holy 
Spirit through the tractarian movement. 


Five new tracts and one new booklet have just 
arrived from the American Tract Society, all beau- 
tifully illustrated and printed: 


I WAS A P.O.W. is the thrilling testimony of a 
ship’s steward, revealing God’s faithfulness and 
love through eighteen months as a prisoner of 
war, and complete restoration of body after serious 
health problems had plagued him. “No one else 
can guarantee peace and rest in the midst of 
the world’s holocaust except God Himself,” Alfred 
Taylor relates. 


“HOW CAN I KNOW when the Messiah comes?” 
is the subject of a fine article prepared by Coul- 
son Shepherd for use with Jewish people. The 
author answers the question by elaborating on 
the fact that God very clearly foretold WHEN 
he would come, HOW He would come; WHERE 
He would come; and WHAT there would be about 
Him to enable us to recognize Him. 


“THE FIRST OR SECOND RESURRECTION; 
Which Will It Be For You?” deals with the por- 
tion of Scripture found in 1st Corinthians 15:1-26. 
E. and R. Botham use as a springboard this mes- 
sage of hope and strength to point the reader to a 
saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. “When 
God’s mercy is refused,” we read, “Justice must be 
carried out, else God is no more God and righteous- 
ness becomes a mockery.” It ends with an appeal 
to the reader to accept Christ at once, while the 
day of salvation is still at hand. 


THE IMPASSABLE GULF by Don Johnson is 
a brief evangelistic tract which uses a fascinating 
illustration to point out the fact that there is a 
great gulf fixed between God and man which can 
only be bridged through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
“Millions have futilely tried to leap across the 
chasm their own way,” Mr. Johnson said. “They 
have rejected God’s way of escape. His offer 
of a bridge into the very presence of God Him- 
self lies unclaimed. And there awaits only a leap 
into the dark.” 


RESPECTABLE, BUT I WAS LOST! is the 
amazing testimony of Joe Emerson, known 
throughout America for his great radio network 
hymn program, “Hymns of All Churches,” which 
he originated and which for several years had a 
listening audience of from eighteen to twenty 
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million people. Although a faithful church at- 
tendant and a guest soloist of gospel hymns 
throughout the nation, the day came when he 
realized that “I allowed dignity and respectability, 
rather than my Lord Jesus Christ, to be the 
standard of my life.” 


WE HAVE THE ANSWER! by Billy Graham is 
a booklet containing the baccalaureate sermon 
preached at the Nyack Missionary College last 
June. It is a thrilling and challenging message, 
one which every Christian should read and absorb. 


Samples of the above titles will be sent to any- 
one requesting them directly from the AMERICAN 
TRACT SOCIETY, 513 West 166th Street, New 
York 32, N. Y. 
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THE HOUR HAD COME. Go Puan Seng. Douma 
Publications. $3.50. 





This volume is an autobiography of how 
faith in God can sustain hope and life during 
earth’s darkest hours. Go Puan Seng is the 
editor of the largest and most widely circulated 
newspaper in the Orient — The Fookien Times. 
When the Japanese invaded the Philippines, Mr. 
Go was the most wanted man on the island. 
His newspaper had done much to strengthen 
the cause of freedom. Go Puan Seng was born 
and reared a Buddhist. His wife, Felisa, won 
him to Christianity before they were married. 
Mr. Go is now an elder in the Presbyterian 
Church in Manila. This volume is a graphic 
description of God’s Providence and every part 
of it is out of actual experience. 





SPEAKING IN PUBLIC. Arthur Stevens Phelps. 
Baker Book House. $3.50. 


Dr. Arthur Stevens Phelps was professor of 
public speaking at the Berkeley Baptist Divinity 
School, Berkeley, California. His book has been 
carefully revised by Professor Lester R. deKoster 
of Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Those who teach in colleges and seminaries, 
Bible schools and institutes, will find this to 
be a valuable textbook for classes in speech. 
It will aid anyone who wishes to improve his 
delivery of sermons or addresses. 





“PRAYER THAT PREVAILS.” G. Ray Jordan. 
McMillan Company. $3.00. 

This new book on prayer will be helpful to 
all who read it. Dr. Jordan writes of why we 
pray, how we pray, when we pray, for what we 
pray and to whom we pray. 


It is a book that comes from experience in 
praying and from contact with people who pray. 
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It is not so much a dissertation on prayer as it 
is a description of life as it becomes saturated 
with prayer. 


It is written with the skill of a man gifted 
in the art of expression and trained by the 
rigid discipline of writing. This is the sixteenth 
book by Dr. Jordan. It reflects the skill, train- 
ing and Christian devotion of the author. 


Every page is illumined by illustrations that 
will inspire the reader and give to any speaker 
on the subject fresh help for his effort. 


Dr. Jordan is one of America’s best known 
preachers. He is presently professor of Homi- 
letics and Chapel Preacher of the Candler School 
of Theology, Emory University. 


This book will reward all who seek assurance 
in praying. It is commended to ministers for 
their own instruction in prayer. 


Vernon S. Broyles, Jr. 





AN EXPOSITION OF THE EPISTLE TO THE 
GALATIANS. John Brown. Sovereign Grace Book 
Club. $4.95. 


John Brown was graduated from the University 
of Edinburgh at the age of 16. At 19 he was 
licensed to preach. He became an extraordinary 
expositor of the Word of God. From 1848 to 1857 
most of his time went into producing voluminous 
works which have been highly appreciated by the 
greatest of Christian preachers. His works have 
been widely read in both Britain and America. 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon in commenting on this 
volume said, “Brown is a modern Puritan. All of 
his expositions are of the utmost value. The volume 
on Galatians is one of the scarcest books in the 
market.” 


This work is clear, moving, and an up-to-date 
exposition of the sense of Paul’s epistle. It is a 
commentary with full critical notes yet so as not 
to interfere with the work of searching the Scrip- 
tures for their meaning. This is indeed an extra- 
ordinary book and we hope it will be read and 
studied by Christian ministers everywhere. 





TEACHING THE WORD OF TRUTH. Donald 
Grey Barnhouse. Wm. B. Eerdman’s. $2.50. 


The construction of this book began in 1927. 
Through the years it has developed into its present 
form. More than 150,000 copies in 7 printings 
have come off the press. 


The four courses in this volume deal with the 
fundamentals of Christianity. This volume is es- 
pecially helpful in the teaching of children and 
should be highly beneficial in developing new 
Christians. 





“THE PLANTATION SOUTH.” 
Jones. Bobbs-Merrill. 


To those among us who had the privilege as 
children to know many persons who had lived 
in Civil War days, this book brings back many 
memories. We recall our stately family physician, 
a veteran; one of the Court clerks who had lost 
an arm in battle; elderly ladies could tell stories 
of the hardships of reconstruction days. 


Katherine M. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





Pl: 
the 


col 








Miss Jones brings us a concise view of Southern 
Plantations from the Mason and Dixon line to 
the Gulf of Mexico, as seen through the eyes of 
contemporary residents, or of visitors from abroad. 


Beginning with a visit to Jefferson at Monti- 
cello, with its library of 7,000 volumes, we glance 
at Madison’s 3000 acre farm. Then we go to 
Kentucky and learn that Louisville in 1816 was 
more frequented by steam boats than any other 
port on the Ohio. 


Henry Barnard in 1833 describes Shirley plan- 
tation with 900 acres, 320 acres of which com- 
prised a field of wheat; the income from the 
farm being some $10,000 annually. Dinners were 
served in style, with a great variety of food and 
wines. 


When Thomas Dabney moved from Gloucester 
County, Virginia, to Mississippi, he gave a fare- 
well dinner, breaking the stems of the wine glasses 
as a token of departure. 


Life on the rice plantations of South Carolina, 
visits to the cotton fields of Texas and Louisiana, 
travel by boats up the bayous, by horseback and 
wagon on Texas praries, and using the numerous 
steamboats to visit New Orleans, we get a pano- 
ramie view of the Old South and its people and 
customs. 


Religion played a prominent part in many lives. 
Family worship was often held, and the house 
servants were invited in for the service. 


The difference between field hands and house 
servants is noted. The evils of slavery are indi- 
cated. 


Amid the complexities of modern society, we 
do well to refer to this book to remind us of 
the worthy patterns of thought and conduct in- 
herited from the past; to continue to accept those 
permanent principles of morality, and be ready 
to discard that which is unworthy of permanence 
in a Christian world. 


I heartily recommend this book. 
—T.K.M. 





BIBLICAL CRITICISM. Wick Broomall. Zon- 
dervan. $4.95. 


Professor Broomall is now teaching at Erskine 
Theological Seminary of Due West, South Caro- 
lina. He has had wide experience as a Bible teacher. 
This volume is somewhat of an outgrowth of a 
course which he has taught for a number of years. 
It was written to meet the need for a solid pre- 
sentation of the conservative side of Biblical criti- 
cism. The author observes, “The most cursory 
acquaintance with literature being published today 
on the Bible will reveal the sad fact that the vast 
majority of such works are written by scholars 
who have accepted the modern approach to the 
Bible. Conservatives have been criticized for being 
unproductive in critical scholarship and such is 
really the case. The present volume is an attempt 
to supply a need on the conservative side.” 


Professor Broomall presents an able defense of 
the conservative or historic view of the Bible. He 
is thoroughly persuaded that this position is de- 
fensible, and is the only view that will stand up 
under the scrutiny of historical research and in- 
vestigation. In presenting the conservative side 
the author has tried to be fair in presenting the 
viewpoint of the liberals. 


Two chapters in this volume deal with the in- 
Spiration of the Bible. There is an excellent chap- 
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ter on revelation and criticism. An illuminating 
chapter is devoted to principles of criticism. In 
another chapter the author comes to grips with the 
higher critical position and refutes this position. 
Another chapter deals with the text and canon of 
the Old Testament in the light of criticism. 
Archaeology and criticism is the theme of another 
chapter. One of the best sections in the book is 
number 8 that discusses “The Book of Daniel in 
the Light of Criticism.” The final chapter has to 
do with criticism and interpretation. 


The author is to be commended for his super- 
naturalistic approach to the whole subject of 
criticism and interpretation. This is the historical 
and orthodox approach. This view has been held 
by the majority of those who have been considered 
orthodox down through the Christian centuries. 
Such accept unhesitatingly the miraculous and pre- 
dicted elements of the Bible and hold to the great 
doctrines of theology—the virgin birth, sinlessness, 
deity, vicarious atonement, resurrection and second 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Such interpreta- 
tion believes that the Old and New Testaments are 
organically related to one another and that the 
old covenant prepares the way for and is fulfilled 
in the new covenant introduced by the advent of 
Jesus Christ. 


It is easy to see why this volume was the prize 
winner in Zondervan’s Christian textbook con- 
test. This work is marked by superior scholarship 
and the author has the ability to write in an 


interesting style. 
—John R. Richardson 





THE LIGHT THAT LIGHTETH EVERY MAN. 
Paul W. Harrison. Eerdman’s. $4.00. 


Dr. Paul W. Harrison is the famous medical mis- 
sionary to Arabia, where he was known as “the 
doctor of Arabia”. He has been a life-long student 
of the Bible. In this exposition of the Gospel of 
John he presents the results of years of reverent 
and mature reflection upon the 4th gospel. In 
John’s gospel Dr. Harrison maintains that new 
revelation has been given to the world and in the 
-* shgemaees a new power is offered every human 
ife. 


The note of passion and urgency throughout 
the book reflects Dr. Harrison’s many years of 
work among people who desperately needed and 
still need the Saviour whom the apostle John pre- 
sents. 


Some of the chapters are dealt with in detail. 
Others are sketchy. For example, there is little 
less than one page devoted to chapter 21. 


Dr. Harrison is not writing as a professional 
theologian but as a Christian layman. Although 
ministers can profit by the reading of this book it 
will be a special blessing to laymen. 





RELIGION AND FAITH IN LATIN AMERICA. 
W. Stanley Rycroft. Westminster Press. $3.50. 


Dr. Rycroft has written this volume with the 
conviction that the religion that has prevailed in 
Latin America has been inadequate to solve its 
most urgent human problems. He insists that only 
a living, dynamic Christian faith can create this 
power and enable the Latin American countries to 
enter into a new day of righteousness, justice and 
freedom. 


This volume is more than just a description of 
Protestant work in Latin America. It is a wide 
view of Latin American culture—the ideological 
influences which have formed it, its geographical 
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factors, social ferment, political instability and 
economic problems. The author affirms the ne- 
cessity to differentiate between religion and faith 
and emphasizes the urgency of Latin America’s 
need for a dynamic faith. 





A BODY OF DIVINITY. Thomas Watson. The 
Banner of Truth Trust, London. $3.25, 221 pages. 


Here is a magnificent exposition of the doc- 
trinal section of the’ Shorter Catechism by a dis- 
tinguished Puritan of the 17th century. His care- 
ful work makes our studies look shoddy. If your 
people, dear pastor, want some real meat get this 
work and preach a series on the Christian Faith 
as set forth in the Catechism. Here is a sample: 
What are the fruits of Christ’s intercession? 
1. Justification. 2. The unction of the Spirit. 
3. The purification of our holy things ... He 
prays our prayers over again to the Father. 
4. Access with boldness to the throne of grace. 
5. Sending of the Comforter. 6. Perseverance in 
grace. 7. Absolution at the day of judgment. 


Or Justification, “the very hinge and pillar of 
Christianity,” a forensic term to describe God’s 
act in pronouncing a sinner righteous. The cause 
is the grace of God, the ground is Christ’s satis- 
faction, the method the imputation of His right- 
eousness, the end that God may receive praise and 
the justified inherit glory. Eternal justification 
is an anti-nomian error. The Scripture confines 
justification to those who repent and wae 


Editor’s Note: Get this volume for the preacher’s 
own study and put in the hands of the families. 
Dr. Robinson’s little study on THE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH ACCORDING TO THE SHORTER 
CATECHISM, Southern Presbyterian Journal, and 
give your people a real doctrinal study. 





THE DEEPER FAITH. Gordon Girod. Re- 
formed Publications. $2.50. 


The Reformed Church has three credal docu- 
ments to which it subscribes commonly called “The 
Reformed Standards of Unity.” They are “The 
Heidelberg Catechism,” “The Belgic Confession,” 
also called “The Confession of Faith,” and “The 
Canons of the Synod of Dort.” Each is a his- 
torical document setting forth in a systematic 
fashion the truths revealed in the Bible. This 
particular work is an exposition of the Canons 
of the Synod of Dort. 


The five Canons of the Great Synod of Dort 
were formulated over an extended period. The 
first session convened on November 12, 1618. The 
154th and final session was adjourned on May 9, 
1619. The Canons deal solely with the deepest 
truths revealed in the Scriptures. Subject matter 
of the Canons does not commend itself to “babes 
in the faith.” These truths are for preachers of 
the Reformed Faith and for their preaching upon 
many Biblical themes where these truths are 
taught. 


The author says, “In the theological super- 
ficiality of the 20th century it is tragic indeed 
that many who consider themselves to be truly 
Reformed in their religious thinking often have 
only the vaguest conception of those pivotal points 
upon which reformed theology turns.” 


The seven chapters in this volume deal with 
unconditional election, limited atonement, total de- 
pravity, irresistible grace, perseverance of the 
saints and two chapters on “Is It a Terrible 
Faith?” and “The Canons of the Synod of Dort.” 
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Here is a great book for those who are able 
to appreciate the deeper faith, We recommend 
this volume without reservation. sep 





JESUS CHRIST, ALPHA AND OMEGA. Robert 
C. Duhs. Higley Press. $1.50. 


The pastor of the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church of Vicksburg, Mississippi has written this 
book to present Jesus Christ as the only answer 
to an individual’s burning need—it makes no dif- 
ference when that need may be. It is a serious 
attempt to show the reader that life is worth 
living, that it can be lived abundantly. It is a 
devotional study based upon the fact that God 
has revealed Himself in the Bible and that this 
revelation can be trusted. He insists that the claims 
of Scripture are to be taken at full value. 


The first chapter shows the unity of the human 
race. On the basis of this fact we are all faced 
with the same struggle—that of finding eternal 
life. The second attempts to show that the Bib- 
lical account of God and man can be trusted. He 
points out that once a person admits the truth- 
fulness of God’s word, he is forced to accept its 
full meaning. Not to do so is an open confession 
that one did not accept this truthfulness in the 
beginning. 


The succeeding chapters are brilliant presenta- 
tions of Christ from various aspects. They show 
that every man who ever had a problem will find 
the answer in Christ the Captain, or Christ the 
Lord, or Christ in some other of His varied ca- 
pacities. 


Anyone who reads these 11 messages will see 
that Jesus Christ is truly the Alpha and the Omega. 
Volumes of sermons roll off the press every week. 
Here is one that is superior to most that have 
come our way. In this volume we have an excellent 
combination of attractive homiletics blended with 


responsible theology. 
—John R. Richardson 





PATHWAYS TO UNDERSTANDING. Harold 
E. Kohn. William B. Eerdman’s. $3.00. 


These delightful pathways to a better under- 
standing of ourselves and our Creator lead us out 
of the busy and narrow confines of our lives into 
the wonderful natural world of which we are 
so much a part. 


The author points out that nature is not God 
any more than an artist’s drawing is the artist, 
but in every realm the creation tells something 
about the Creator and therefore these essays are 
adventures — outdoor adventures in meditation. 





POSITION WANTED BY TEACHER—Biology or 
Chemistry. Can qualify in either Public or 
Mission schools. Have 26 semester hours credit 
in Biology, 23 hours in Chemistry, 6 hours in 
Physics and 12 hours in Math. Can come for 
interview. Write in care of The Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C 








ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





